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When the Casa Lupita animal clinic first 
opened its doors in 2006, founder Donna 
Tabor used to have to drive around Granada 
in her pickup truck “recruiting” street dogs 
for spaying, neutering and other veterinary 
services.

Now, when the volunteer clinic opens its 
doors at 8 a.m., there’s already a line formed 
outside of people carrying all sizes and 
shapes of dogs and cats seeking free care for 
their pets.

The increased interest in the services 
provided by Casa Lupita is a testament to a 

growing culture of pet ownership here, says 
head U.S. veterinarian Tom Parker, who has 
made more than 20 trips to Nicaragua over 
the past three years.

“When people bring their animals in for 
care it helps them shift gears into better pet 
owners,” Parker said. “This is the real impact 
that the clinic has had. People have a little 
more invested in their pets, and they are tak-
ing better care of them.”

Due to the high costs of running a vol-
unteer animal clinic –upwards of $12,000 
per week – Casa Lupita is dependent on vol-
unteers and donations, and is not open year 
round. But when volunteer vet teams are in 
town, they work tirelessly to see as many ani-
mals as possible.

Last week, a group of 11 vets and vet 
technicians from U.S. volunteer organization 
World Vets performed 136 spays and neuters, 
and de-wormed 110 dogs. The group also 
helped rescue several abused and abandoned 
animals, including a young street dog named 
“Lucky,” who looks like her first year of life 
has been anything but.

Overall, the clinic staff estimates that 
around 80 percent of the animals that get 
brought in are pets, while about 20 percent 
are strays or abandoned animals. The clinic 
has also helped correct several botched sur-
geries performed by one notorious Granada 

veterinarian.
While Parker admits it would be a bit 

“naïve” to assume that Casa Lupita’s work 
has made a significant impact on the street 
dog population in Granada, in more con-
trolled environments the vet team has made 
notable progress.  

In the past two years, Parker has led two 
volunteer missions to Little Corn Island, 
which is essentially a closed ecosystem for 
beach dogs, and performed almost 250 
spays and neuters. As a result, island resi-
dents claim they have noticed a real impact 
on the animal population, and Parker has 
noted a real change in people’s attitudes to-
ward their pets.

“People are taking better care of their 
animals; they are taking their dogs for walks 
and brushing their hair,” he said.

In the long term, Casa Lupita hopes to 
have a similar impact in Granada. To do so, 
Parker is working to train Nicaraguan vet-
erinarians to manage the clinic on a more 
regular operating schedule in between visits 
from the U.S. volunteers, who come four to 
six times a year.

Once the Nicaraguan veterinarians are 
fully trained, and additional funding is se-
cured to compensate them for their work, 
Parker hopes Casa Lupita will be able to at-
tend animals one day a week.

Until then, the dedicated U.S.  volun-
teers of Casa Lupita and other organiza-
tions working with Nicaragua’s stray animal 
populations, such as The McKee Foundation, 
which this weekend is conducting two days 
of surgery training for Nicaraguan veterinar-
ians in Managua, will continue their street-
dog diplomacy one animal at a time.

For more information or to find out how 
to help Casa Lupita, contact Donna Tabor 
of Building New Hope donna@buildingne-
whope.org. For more information on the 
McKee Foundation’s vet-training efforts, 
contact info@mckeemail.org.n
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Buying and selling is easy and effective with a
classified ad in The Nica Times. Call Nicaragua
(505) 2552-7220, Costa Rica (506) 2258-1558,

Fax 2233-6378 or by mail to The Tico Times, Apdo. 
4632-1000, San José, Costa Rica. Visit us online 

www.ticotimes.net  and fill out the classified order 
form (be sure to select The Nica Times) or send an

e-mail to classified@ticotimes.net.
(put The Nica Times as the subject)

Rates for the print-edition classifieds are as follows:
Minimum 3 lines, Minimum 2 weeks. 

US $3.04 per line (20 characters, including letters, 
punctuation and spaces). For symbols (star, arrow, 

check mark) or graphics, contact the Classified 
Department. For yellow shading add an additional

40% charge. Finally, add 13% advertising tax
to the total of the ad.
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WHERE YOU CAN FIND

For more information about distribution contact: Ivette Sánchez in Managua at
(505) 2277-7089 or by e-mail: isanchez28@hotmail.com

Managua
	 •	La Colonia Supermercado
		  Hiper Santo Domingo
	 •	La Colonia Supermercado
		  Plaza España
	 •	La Union Supermercado
		  Carretera Masaya
	 •	Hotel Las Mercedes
	 •	Hotel Camino Real
	 •	Hotel Crowne Plaza
	 •	Hotel Inter-Metrocentro
	 •	Hotel Holiday Inn
	 •	INTUR
	 •	Casa del Café Airport,
		  Altamira, Metrocentro
		  & Santo Domingo 

	 •	Ola Verde
	 •	Stop & Go Santo Domingo
		  & Carretera Sur
	 •	Hospital Metropolitano
	 •	Casa de Las Revistas Airport
	 •	Frontera Books

Granada
	 • Maverick Reading Room
	 •	Euro Café
	 •	Tierra Tour
	 •	Kathy’s Waffles
	 •	Hotel Alhambra
	 •	Casa San Francisco
	 •	Paxeos
	 •	The Garden Café

	 •	Nica Buffet
	 •	El Club
	 •	Boutique Olé
	 •	La Colonia Supermercado

LEON
	 •	Hotel El Convento
	
SAN JUAN DEL SUR
	 •	Distribuidora Calderón
	 •	Bar y Restaurant El Timón
	 •	El Gato Negro
	 •	Elixir Center
	 •	Hotel Pelican Eyes
	 •	Big Wave Dave’s
		  Bar & Restaurant

092 Granada

BAR-RESTAURANT – for 
sale in Granada Center, fully 
equipped, excellent monthly 
income. For sale due to per-
sonal reasons.
Call: 505-2552-2039,
Cel: 505-8843-8335.

Advertise your 
property or house
for sale with us.

E-mail:
classified@

ticotimes.net

99 MITSUBISHI MONTERO 
– 28,000 intercooler, diesel, 
autom, full extras, $9750, Nic. 
505-8458-8577.

Need
some
cash?

Sell if fast;
with the
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Casa Lupita Helps Foster Pet-Owner Culture

Got Milk? Volunteers at Granada’s Casa Lupita bottle-feed an abandonded new-
born kitten. Top right, Lucky the abused dog gets some love. Below, Rudy and Wil-
liam Hernández, 13 and 10, bring their dog Blanca in for some care.
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